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27 June: Cross-disciplinary Perspectives on Frontiers and Borderlands 
 
Session One: (9.30 – 10.15): Introduction, welcome and overview 
 
Introduction to purpose of the workshop, short overview of the project and update on 
its current status (Jonathan Goodhand, Bart Klem) 
 
Session Two: (10.30-12.30): The political economy of frontiers/borderlands 
 
Speakers: Paolo Novak (SOAS), Benedikt Korf (Zurich University), Lee Jones 
(Queen Mary University) 
 
Themes 
- Conflict, political settlements and borderlands – the making and unmaking of 

political order and authority, political coalitions and elite politics, cross border 
political networks 

- States, markets and development –the role of development in extending or 
resisting state authority; managing centripetal and centrifugal political and 
economic forces; geographical unevenness/variation within borderland spaces 

- The role of political and market brokers  
 
Lunch: 12.30 – 1.45 

 
Session Three: 1.45 – 3.15:  Historical and anthological perspectives 
 
Speakers: Mandy Sadan (SOAS), Madeline Reeves (University of Manchester) 
 
Themes: 
- everyday practices and performances at/of the border – how people and 

communities manage and profit from life at the border 
- movement, mobility, livelihoods and their gendered dimensions 
- state-society relations – making claims on the state, or evading the state?  

 
Session Four: 3.30-5.00: Research updates 
 
Reflections on related research projects 
 
Speakers:  
Laura Hammond (SOAS) migration, conflict and borderlands in the Horn of Africa; 
Zahbia Yousef (Conciliation Resources) comparative research on political 
settlements;  



Jeevan Sharma (University of Edinburgh) ‘New Norms and Forms of Development: 
Brokerage in Maternal and Child Health Service Development and Delivery in Nepal 
and Malawi’. 
  
Discussion and conclusions 
 
 
28 June: Borderlands and frontiers in Indonesia and Myanmar 
 
Session One: 9.15 – 10.15: North Kalimantan 

- Nathan Bond and Bart Klem (both University of Melbourne): First ideas about 
our study of borderland dynamics in interior and coastal North Kalimantan. 
(15 min)  

- Laurens Bakker (University of Amsterdam): Migration, illegality, security and 
land in North and East Kalimantan (unconfirmed provisional title) (15 min) 
 

Session Two: 10.30 – 11.30: Riau 
- Rachael Diprose and Kate McDonald (both University of Melbourne): First 

ideas about our study of borderland dynamics in Riau. (15 min) 
- Michael Buehler (SOAS): discussant and/or presentation? (15 min) 

 
Session Three: 11.45 – 12.45:  
Wider debates on borderlands and frontiers in the Indonesian archipelago 

- Purwo Santoso (UGM, Yogyakarta): Reflections on divergent Indonesian 
borderland dynamics (unconfirmed provisional title) (10 min) 

- Edwin de Jong (Radboud University, Nijmegen): New Indonesian Frontiers: 
Stuck between market, state, civil society and the contest over natural 
resources (unconfirmed provisional title) (10 min) 

- Claire Smith (York University): Title to be confirmed. (10 min) 
 
Lunch: 12.45 – 2.00 
 
Session Four: 2.00 – 3.45: Myanmar: Panel Discussion  

- Patrick Meehan (SOAS); Mandy Sadan; Martin Smith (Independent); David 
Brenner (LSE) 

 
Session Five: 4.00 – 5.00: Exploring hypotheses and possible research outputs 
(Jonathan Goodhand, SOAS/Melbourne) 

 
1. Explaining differences within and between borderlands 

H1: The nature of elite politics and the different kinds of (inclusive/exclusive) 
political settlements 
H2: Different kinds of state-society relations and how borderland communities 
negotiate seek to evade or make claims on the state 
H3: Different types of brokering relationships, which partly shape, and partly 
reflect different kinds of political settlements and state-society relations 
 

2. Explaining how and why the central state deals differently with its borderlands 
H1: The (geo)political and economic salience of the borderland from the 
perspective of central state elites 



H2: The security threat that the borderland poses to central state and 
international elites 

 
3. Explaining the dynamics and outcomes of development processes in 

borderlands 
H1: Some borderlands and frontier regions become special economic zones 
for central state elites, because they have a comparative advantage in 
illegibility/illegality and/or they contain high value resources. 
H2: The frontier ‘boom’ has a limited time horizon; in the long term boom 
regions either go bust, or they graduate into more formalized and regulated 
economic development. 

 
 


