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Key questions

A As they worked to consolidate state support for their field, how did
nanotechnology proponents in the US and in Australia seek to make clain
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A To what extent were supportive sociotechnical imaginaries available to
nanotechnology advocates, and what work did such imaginaries perform?
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Conceptual framework

G{20A20SOKYAOIf AYIFI3IAYINARSA I NB C
and publicly performed visions of desirable futures, animated by shared
understandings of forms of social life and social order attainable through,
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A site at which conceptions of national identity areproduced with
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Discursive and ideational resources that can be used to motivate, direct
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Two study sites

A US Congressional hearings 240
I 2 by Senate Committee on Commerc

I 2 by House of Representatives
Committee on Science
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Engineering and Innovation Councill
meeting 2005




US hearings

A A sociotechnical imaginary in which technological dominance was central
to US economic power and geopolitical standing:

dNanotechnology is quickly transforming every corner of our modern
world...it is certainly going to occupy a major portion of our
technology economy. It is that promise, it is that potential that
should impel us as Americans, in a land that has always historically
valued and encouraged innovation and entrepreneurship, that we
embrace and support this research and this warkr Nation has

been at the forefront of virtually every important and transformative
technology since the Industrial Revolution, and we must continue to
lead the world in the new frontier of nanoscience... | think it is vitally
important for the future of our country, for our competitive edge

(Senator George Allen (R), Committee on Commerce 2008)p 5
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US hearings cont.

A A sociotechnical imaginary in government support was key to the success
of US innovators:

OWe owe our world leadership in high technology to the
dJ20SNYYSYy(iQa GAYSteé AygSaldyYSyd:
again, when emerging technologies were most in need of a boost in
order to move toward eventual commercial success. From the dawn
of modern agriculture to aerospace to the launching of the
Information Age, government support has been a powerful catalyst
to drive basic research and accelerate technology transfer from the
laboratory to the marketplace... The Internet itself is an outgrowth of
FTSRSNIffé adzLJll2NISR NBAaSI NOKXE
(R&D program leader, Committee on Commerce, 2002, p3938
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Australian PMSEIC meeting

A The absence of a sociotechnical imaginary in which technological
Innovation underpins national competitiveness
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A Scepticism regarding the value of public funding for research
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advantage lies predominantly in mining
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Then Chief Scientist Rol®atterham prsent at the PMSEIC meeting,
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® recalled being nonplussed by predictions of nanotechnology wealth creati
= Q5 A ANHzLIGA OS GUSOKy2ft23ASas wHdc GN

& bunch of words 6 wBitterhaf April 2015)

P i

yoa

- 7o A0
h S 3 ’
W R o™~ 7
K Y /

N




BERD, by Top 10 Industries (a)

Industry

Manufacturing

nal, Scientific and Technical Services
Financial and Insurance Services
Mining

Wholesale Trade
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Information Media and Telecommunications
Construction
Administrative and Support Senvic
Electricity, Gas, Water and Waste Servic
Agriculture, Forestry and Fishi
1,000 2000 3000 4000 5000
$m

(a) Ranked by 2015




